
At 50, Sébastien Ladet has a 
flawless track record: a doctorate 
in biomaterials from Lyon, 16 
years with the giant Medtronic—
including six years in the US. 
When he was recruited at the end 
of 2022 to lead Affluent Medical, 
he oversaw its transformation 
into Carvolix. "I’m originally from 
Perpignan. When Aix was 
suggested, my wife immediately 
said yes—we have a much better 
quality of life here than in the 
chaos of Paris," says the man now 
at the helm of a mid-sized 
company with 115 employees, a 
far cry from the start-up 
stereotype. 

Cardiology: How AI is 
Empowering Doctors 

The company recently acquired 
Caranx Medical (Nice) and 
Artedrones (Paris), two firms 
from the portfolio of its 
longtime investor, Truffle 
Capital. "This is a strategy driven 
by our founder Philippe 
Pouletty, who already proved it 
works at Abivax," explains 
Sébastien Ladet. This 
consolidation helps spread out 
the risks: if one product fails, 
the others can keep the growth 
going. There’s also a political 
dimension: "Keeping the 
company in France, so it doesn’t 

get sold off to Americans, 
Chinese, or Indians." Carvolix 
focuses on the heart’s four 
valves—the “gates” that can 
leak as we age. "Just to be clear, 
we don’t make stents, clarifies 
the CEO, which are used for 
clogged arteries around the 
heart (heart attacks). We 
actually replace the valves inside 
the heart." 
Currently, only 4% of patients with 
mitral valve issues undergo 
surgery, because the procedure is 
so complex. Carvolix’s answer? A 
robotic platform. With AI, the 
robot identifies the natural valve 
and the implant on the control 
screen. The surgeon simply lines 
up two markers. "In just two 
minutes, they complete the task far 
more precisely than it would take 
20 minutes by hand." This 
improvement means you only 
need one cardiologist in the OR 
instead of three, which allows 
many more patients to be treated. 
The software is already being sold 
in the US, with a European launch 
planned for late 2026. 

The second focus is on 
strokes. "If the clot isn’t 
removed within two hours, 

it can mean paralysis or death. 
In France, only 30% of patients 
get treated in time—and that 
drops the farther you are from a 
major city." 
Carvolix is developing a 
micro-robot guided by an 
external magnet. This device 

can navigate the winding 
branches of the brain’s arteries to 
suction out the clot. The goal is to 
let interventional cardiologists—
who outnumber neurosurgeons 
30 to 1—perform this 

emergency procedure. 
First-in-human clinical trials are 
scheduled for 2027. Listed on 
Euronext, Carvolix has already 
invested 170 million euros. A 
30-million-euro fundraising 
round is underway, with 10 
million already secured in 

December. Global leader 
Edwards Lifesciences is 
backing the project and has 
already placed an option to 
acquire the mitral ring (the 
smallest item in the portfolio) 
to help fund robotics R&D. 

Medical Revolution 
The company now operates 
across five locations: Aix 
(headquarters), Nice, Paris, 
Italy, and Besançon. "We’ll 
gradually phase out the urology 
business (based in Besançon) to 
focus on the heart and brain," 
announces Sébastien Ladet. 
Next step: acquiring a site near 
Aix, if possible, to manufacture 
their own robots and implants. 
"We’re laying the groundwork to 
become a world leader." 

By combining artificial 
intelligence with robotic 
precision, Sébastien Ladet isn’t 
just modernizing surgery—he’s 
laying the foundations in Aix 
for a future health tech giant, 
one that can treat patients 
faster, more accurately, and 
help secure France’s place at 
the forefront of medtech 
worldwide. 

Geneviève VAN LEDE 
gvanlede@laprovence.com 

Formed from the merger of three tech gems, Carvolix—led by Sébastien Ladet—aims to become the global leader in 
AI-powered surgery. The Aix-based company is preparing to launch a major medical revolution. 

The Next Surgical Robotics 
Powerhouse Plants Its Roots in Aix 

Headquartered in Aix, Carvolix is developing a new generation of surgical robots 
powered by artificial intelligence to treat heart and brain conditions. / PHOTO DR 
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Mucem Electro Folk Dance 
Night 

On Saturday, March 7, 2026 at 7:00 PM, 
Mucem is hosting an Electro-Folk Dance 
Night. The Poolidor duo, joined by singer 
and percussionist Bachir Rouimi, will 
reimagine the traditional tunes of Berry by 
blending in electronic and North African 
sounds, creating a lively, welcoming event 
open to all. 

A beginner workshop kicks things off 
at 2:30 PM, led by dancer Mélisande 

Pommier-Ferri. Designed for adults of all 
skill levels, this workshop introduces easy, 
classic dances like chain and circle dances 
in a friendly, supportive atmosphere. The 
goal: help everyone feel confident enough 
to hit the dance floor and make the most of 
the evening celebration. 

As part of the Pulsations! workshop 
series, Mucem invites you to an 
Electro-Folk Dance Night where 
traditional dances meet electronic 
music. 
Come dance to reimagined folk music with 
a twist of electronic and North African 
vibes, all in a festive and enchanting 
atmosphere. 

For details on pricing, access, and practical info, visit: 
https://mucem.org/evenement/soiree-bal-trad-electro/ 

In Brief 
RESTOS DU CŒUR FOOD DRIVE 
Volunteer registration is now open On March 6, 7, 
and 8, Restos du Cœur will hold its major food drive 
across France—a crucial campaign to meet the needs of 
those most in need and keep the organization’s 
programs running. Food donations remain the main 
way Restos fills its shelves. The drive can only happen 
with extra help! Nearly half the volunteers who 
participate each year do so just for this event. Sign up 
and join the effort! 
For more info, call 04 42 21 23 13 or email ad13.aix01@restosducoeur.org 

JOB FAIR 
30 positions available 
On Tuesday, March 3, Crédit Agricole and Obendi are 
hosting a special Job Fair, bringing together around ten 
local businesses from various fields (personal care, retail, 
order prep, HR, technical roles, consulting, banking, etc.) 
to offer more than 30 full-time and fixed-term positions, 
along with temp jobs in the Bouches-du-Rhône and the 
wider PACA region. Register by Friday, February 27. 
The event runs Tuesday from 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM in Aix. The 
address will be shared after you complete your (free) 
registration. https://job.wiz.bi/ U1LoZ. 

Useful 
Contacts 
CONTACT US 

 La Provence:  22, rue de 
l'Opéra, editorial office 

04 42 38 74 40 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Police Station: 10, Ave-
nue de l'Europe 
04 42 93 97 00.
Gendarmerie: 04 42 26 
31 96.
Hospital: Avenue 
des Tamaris
04 42 33 50 00.
Fire Department: 
montée d'Avi-gnon, 04 
42 99 18 18.GRDF Emergency Service: 

0810 433 113.
 ERDF Emergency:

09 72 67 50 13.

ON CALL
On-Call Doctor – SOS 
Doctors 04 42 26 24 00
On-Call Pharmacy Sunday, 
March 1st, from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Pharmacie du 
Roy René, 1 bis Cours 
d'Orbitelle. 04 42 26 31 60
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